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Our suite of Less Than Container (LCL) services helps you choose the solution that 
meets your needs based on speed, cost, reliability and security.

We understand that sometimes shipment volumes only occupy a portion of an entire 
container. To accommodate your varying service and inventory requirements, we 
developed a suite of LCL ocean services to give you more options than the standard
Full Container Load (FCL) and airfreight modes.

LCL Features

Broad carrier footprint: We partner with global, regional and niche carriers to provide 
options for all your shipment needs

Globally consistent systems and processes

Consistent and reliable solutions: we manage all the variables while providing 

LCL Suite of Services

LCL Express Platinum (Asia to the US)

LCL Express (Asia and Europe to the US)

Traditional LCL

 ©2024 Expeditors International of Washington, Inc. All rights reserved.

LCL IN NUMBERS

300 published weekly schedules

1 Million+ CBMs moved annually on 
our Bills of Lading

One of the largest worldwide LCL providers

40K lanes open

350+
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Whether you’re making your shipping decisions based on cost or transit time, our suite 

Services compare to all modes from a cost and transit time perspective.

Note: Diagram is showing transit times for a sample shipment from Asia to the 
United States.
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MODE COMPARISON CHART ASIA TO US

MOST EXPENSIVE

LEAST EXPENSIVE

FEWER DAYS
TO DEMAND

MORE DAYS
TO DEMAND

3-6 Days
19 Days

Consolidated Air LCL Express Platinum
(Shanghai)

0-3 Days

35+ Days

EPC Air 
(Expeditors Premium Capacity)

Traditional Ocean 
(FCL and LCL)

19-21 Days
Sea+Air

23 Days
LCL Express

 ©2024 Expeditors International of Washington, Inc. All rights reserved.

02



LCL EXPRESS PLATINUM SERVICE

States. Currently, this service transports freight from Shanghai, Ningbo, and Shenzhen 
 and is cheaper than airfreight.

Key Features

•   Faster than traditional LCL
•   Less expensive than airfreight
•   Reliable weekly schedules
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LCL Express Platinum – All Origins
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*Transit times are subject to change.

Traditional LCL 32 Days 33 Days 37 Days 40 Days

LCX Platinum - Shanghai 19 Days 20 Days 21 Days 22 Days

LCX Platinum - Ningbo 19 Days 20 Days 21 Days 22 Days

LCX Platinum - Shenzhen 21 Days 24 Days 26 Days 28 Days

A              B               C               D
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LCL Express is a specialized service available from ports in Asia and Europe to most 
door destinations in the United States.

LCL Express serves door destinations via Los Angeles for shipments out of Asia, and 
via Philadelphia for shipments out of Europe.

LCL Express is faster than traditional LCL but not as fast as LCL Express Platinum. LCL 
Express has quicker port turn times and inland deliveries than traditional LCL, and it is 
significantly cheaper than airfreight.

LCL EXPRESS (ASIA AND EUROPE TO US)
 

LCX Process Flow

Key Features

•   Faster than traditional LCL
•   Less expensive than airfreight
•   Weekly schedules with over 1,500 lanes covered
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TRADITIONAL LCL

This is the standard less-than-container service available all over the world. We consolidate

single shipping container. The container is then moved from point of origin to point of    
destination where it is deconsolidated to deliver individual shipments to their 

respective consignees.

Expeditors seamlessly assumes the responsibilities and costs of moving the shipping
container through multiple touch points in its journey to the final destination while 

customers simply pay for the space they occupy on that journey.
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